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The King being proclaimed, the solemnity is graced with public Games
and sports of various kinds; not instituted by the Hero, as by JEneas in
Virgil, butfor greater honour by the Goddess inperson)(in like manner
as the games Pythia, Isthmia, &c. were anciently said to be ordained
by the Gods, and as Thetis herself appearing, according to Homer, 5
Qdyss. 24. proposed the prizes in honour of her son Achilles.) Hither
flock the Poets and Critics, attended, as is but just, with their Patrons
and Booksellers. The Goddess is first pleased, for her disport, to pro-
pose games to the Booksellers, andsetteth up the Phantom of a Poet,
which they contend to overtake^ The Races described, with their divers i o
accidents. Next, the game for a Poetess. Then follow the Exercises for
the Poets, of tickling, vociferating, diving: The first holds forth
the arts and practices 0/*Dedicators, the second of Disputants and
fustian Poets, the third of profound, dark, and dirty Party-
writersf Lastly, for the Critics, the Goddess proposes (with great 15
propriety) an Exercise, not of their parts, but their patience, in hearing
the works of two voluminous Authors, one in verse, and the other in
prose, deliberately read, without sleeping: The various effects of which,
with the several degrees and manners of their operation, are here set
forth', 'till the whole number, not of Critics only, but of spectators, 20
actors, and all present, fall fast asleep-, which naturally and necessarily
ends the games. *\
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